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Hydroa During Pregnancy Caused by Blaphylococcui Albus.—In tho 
ItritUK Medical Journal, January 11, 1902, IIoi.mkh ami Bullock re|>ort 
the cate of a patient In her third confinement who, on the day following tho 
birth of the child, complained of severe Itching In the palms of the hand* 
and the aolea of the feet. The tissues were red, and a thick confluent rash, 
the she of pea*, wm present. A similar eruption was seen upou the thighs, 
cheat, and back. The patient had no fever. 

On Inquiry H was learned that In her other confinements the pslient hsd 
suffered In a similar way. An examination of tho fluid from ono of tho 
recent spots of eruption was made, and a pure culture of the atapbylococcus 
nlbus was obtained. 

The patient Improved dally, and the child, which continued to nurse, was 
entirely free from the eruption. The treatment consisted In giving saline 
mixture, with email doses of arsenic, Internally. Later tablets of sulphur 
were used. 

Pregnancy and Parturition in a Case Complicated by Adranced Tabca 
Dorsalis.—At the meeting of tho Oynccologlcal Society of Munich, Mira- 
beau (Orntralblatt fir Gyntikotogie, 1902, No. 6) reported tho caso of a patient 
in advanced tabes dorsalis, who pAssod through pregnancy and labor. 

fn books upon diseases of the nervous system various statements aro 
mado concerning the Influence of this disease upon the pelvic organs. The 
statement Is made by Leyden and Ooldschelder In Nothnagel’s Handbook of 
internal Medicine, that menstruation proceeds regularly in these cases and 
that pregnancy nnd tabor may also go on normally. As the disease advances 
the statement Is made that the functions of the pelvic organs are also dis¬ 
turbed. Hooka Upon obatetrloa contain little Information Upon the aub}ect. 
LiUcbkus ( Wcatch, 1885) reports the case of a patient, aged twenty-alx years, 
who hm confined nine yean previously, and who for seven years had mani¬ 
fested symptoms of tabes dorsi.Hs. Ubor lasted flvo days, but terminated 
spontaneously and the patient made • good recovery. Mlraheau's case waa 
aged thirty-four years, who had been under observation for three years. The 
patient's history ahowed that after the seventeenth year her menstruation 
became regular, and that soon after sho waa treated In a hospital for syphilis. 
Alter thorough treatment by inunction she made a good recovery. Five 
years afterward she married, but bad no children. Nine years after her 
infection and four yean after her marriage she ‘was found^to hare tabes 
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dorsalis. Mirabeau was called to the case because the patient bad severe 
hemorrhage from the genital tract. On examination the pAtient seemed 
well nourished. She had ceaaed to menstruate for two periods and had been 
bleeding for fivo days, An abortion seemed threatened. This, however, 
ceaaed under rest In bed, warm douches and an ice-bag over tho abdomen. 
Tho patient was found to liavo well-established tabea dorsalis. Both lower 
extremities were paralyzed, the patellar reflex destroyed, ataxia was well 
pronounced, and sensibility much diminished, The pupils were narrow, 
with abscnco of reflex. There was great difficulty with the functions of tho 
bladder and rectum, Tho patient was Immediately put upon a vigorous anti- 
ayphllitlc treatment and made considerable improvement as a result. As 
pregnancy drow to its close tho probability of spontaneous labor did not 
seem great. 

Contrary to expectation, labor proceeded without tho slightest evidence of 
pain, Tho nmniotlc liquid escaped at tho beginning of labor. The cervix 
was considerably dilated at this time. The expulsion of the child occurred 
sixty-five minutes after tho rupture of the membranes, and but seven pains 
actually occurred, five of great length and two of short duration, Tho 
patient had not the slightest feeling from tho uterine contractions. At the 
last tho abdominal muscles contracted once, and tho patient said that she 
felt as if tho rectum was emptying itself easily of Its contents. She had 
been without sensation in tho rectum for several years. With tho sixth 
pain tho child, a well-developed girl, was born, and with tho seventh pain 
tho after-birth. The mother was not awaro that she had given birth to a 
child until bIjo heard its cry and saw tho infant. Tho child did well and 
had a syphilitic eruption three weeks after birth, which subsided under the 
uso of calomel, Tho patient mndo a good recovery from labor. 

This extraordinary caso illustrates remarkably the physiology of labor. 
It U A striking demonstration of tho fact that tho contractions of tho uterus 
do not depend upon tho ganglia of tho Bpinal cord so much as upon the 
smaller ganglia upon tho nervo trunks in tho uterine structure. Evidently 
tho transmission of Bensation through tho cord to tho brain is a frequent 
source of delay In complicated Inbor, It is a familiar experience in deal¬ 
ing with patients that labor ceases through tho reflex inhibition of suffer¬ 
ing. When this is removed by disease or by an amcslhetic labor goes on 
regularly and independently. 

Harelip.—In the Archive of Ptdlatric*, February, 1902, Raciiforp re¬ 
ports tho following Interesting and extraordinary case: 

The parents in question have a family history of tubirculosls. Their first 
child, a girl, was born with a deft of the upper lip and nostril and bard and 
soft palate. The second child, also a girl, had a similar deformity. Tho third 
child, a hoy, was without deformity, but died subsequently of tuberculosis. 
The fourth child, a girl, was so terribly deformed that tho child lived hut a 
few hours. The fifth child was n boy, perfect in development, dying of tuber¬ 
cular meningitis shortly after he was two years old. The sixth pregnancy 
resulted in tho birth of a girl with double harelip, afterward remedied by 
operation, the child dying of tuberculosis at eighteen months. The mother 
then bceamo tuberculous, hut improved on removing to another climate. Her 



